
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT 
B O A R D  O F  Z O N I N G  ADJUSTMENT 

Appl i ca t ion  N o .  E2307 of Ronald J. Eskridge,  pursuant  t o  Para- 
graph 8207.11  of the Zoning Regulat ions f o r  a va r i ance  from t 
park ing  requirements  (Sub-section 7202.1) t o  permi t  t h e  el imina-  
t i o n  of a garage i n  the R-2 D i s t r i c t  a t  the premises 4713 6 t h  
S t ree t ,  N . E .  (Square 3746, L o t  31) 

HEARING DATE: A p r i l  20, 1977 and June 2 8 ,  1977 
DECISION DATE: J u l y  1 2 ,  1977 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. T h e  s u b j e c t  p rope r ty  i s  loca ted  on t h e  east  s i d e  of 6 t h  
S t r e e t ,  N . E . ,  n o r t h  of  Buchanan S t ree t ,  i n  an R-2 D i s t r i c t .  

2 .  T h e  p r o p e r t y  i s  p r e s e n t l y  improved w i t h  a semi-detached 
s i n g l e  fami ly  dwell ing.  

3 .  T h e  subject p rope r ty  is  p a r t  of a development of s e m i -  
detached houses r e c e n t l y  cons t ruc t ed  i n  Square 3796. There i s  
noth ing  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  the s u b j e c t  p rope r ty  from t h e  o t h e r  pro- 
p e r t i e s  i n  the development, 

4 ,  T h e  dwel l ing  was o r i g i n a l l y  cons t ruc t ed  wi th  a garage on 
the s t reet  l e v e l  i n  the f r o n t  of the  dwel l ing .  

5 ,  The a p p l i c a n t  secured  a b u i l d i n g  permi t  t o  r e p a i r  the 
e x i s t i n g  door on the garage.  The a p p l i c a n t  removed the garage 
door w h i c h  permi t ted  access  f o r  an  automobile and rep laced  i t  
w i t h  a swing door f o r  p e d e s t r i a n  a c c e s s  and a double window. 
T h i s  enable  the garage t o  be used a s  p a r t  of the house.  The 
permit  as approved by  t h e  Zoning Adminis t ra tor  d i d  not  a l low f o r  
the e l i m i n a t i o n  of the requ i r ed  park ing  p l a c e .  
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6 ,  Sub-sect ion 7 2 0 2 . 1  of t h e  Zoning Regula t ions  r e q u i r e s  
t h a t  a minimum of  one o f f - s t r e e t  park ing  p l a c e  be provided f o r  
a s i n g l e  f ami ly  dwel l ing  i n  an R-2 D i s t r i c t .  S ince  the  a l t e r a -  
t i o n  t o  the garage made by the a p p l i c a n t  prec ludes  i t s  u s e  a s  
a park ing  space ,  the a p p l i c a n t  r e q u e s t s  a va r i ance  t o  provide 
no o f f - s t r e e t  parking.  

7 ,  There was oppos i t i on  t o  the  a p p l i c a t i o n  from neighboring 
p rope r ty  owners on the grounds t h a t  i t  would set  a precedent  f o r  
t h e  conversion of o t h e r  garages  i n  t h e  neighborhood and the re- 
s u l t i n g  e l i m i n a t i o n  of o f f - s t r e e t  park ing  spaces ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
t he  grounds t h a t  t he  a l t e r a t i o n s  made by  the a p p l i c a n t  w e r e  o u t  
of a r c h i t e c t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r  w i t h  the remainder of t he  neighborhood 

CONCLUSIONS OF L A W  AND O P I N I O N :  

The Board concludes t h a t  t h i s  p r o p e r t y  i s  s i m i l a r  i n  s i z e  and 
shape t o  the  o t h e r  p r o p e r t i e s  i n  the immediate a r e a ,  and t h a t  
t h e r e  is  noth ing  e x c e p t i o n a l ,  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  o r  unique about  t h e  
s u b j e c t  p rope r ty  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  it  from o t h e r s  i n  the a r e a .  The 
Board t h e r e f o r e  concludes that  the a p p l i c a t i o n  does no t  m e e t  t he  
t es t  e s t a b l i s h e d  by  the va r i ance  c l a u s e s  of the Zoning A c t  and 
Zoning Regulat ions and cannot be g ran ted ,  The Board f u r t h e r  con- 
c ludes  t h a t  i f  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  w e r e  g ran ted ,  i t  would set  a 
precedent  f o r  o t h e r  p r o p e r t i e s  s i m i l a r l y  s i t u a t e d ,  which might 
r e s u l t  i n  l a rge - sca l e  e l i m i n a t i o n  of park ing  p l a c e s  and cause 
a s e r i o u s  park ing  problem i n  t h e  a r e a .  It  is  t h e r e f o r e  ORDERED 
t h a t  the a p p l i c a t i o n  be DENIED. 

VOTE: 5-0 (Ruby B. M c Z i e r ,  W i l l i a m  F. McIntosh, Leonard L. 
McCants, Char les  R.  Nor r i s  and C h l o e t h i e l  TrJ. Smith 
t o  deny) .  

BY ORDER OF THE D. C .  BOARD OF ZONING A D J U S T m N T  

ATTESTED BY: 
STEVEN E .  SHER 
Execut ive D i r e c t o r  

FINAL DATE OF ORDER: 


